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DEPARTMENT  OF  HEALTH  &  ENVIRONMENTAL  SCIENCES,  HELENA,  MONTANA 

No.  69    Editor:  David  B.  Lackman,  Ph.D.,  Administrator,  Laboratory  Division 

JANUARY  24,  1977 

NATIONAL  PROFICIENCY  EXAMINATIONS  FOR  QUALIFICATION  AS  A  CLINICAL  LABORATORY  TECHNOLOGIST 

The  results  of  the  examination  which  we  administered  in  the  House  Chambers  on 
October  8,  1976  are  out  -  here  is  an  updated  summary  table. 


Number  taking  the  test 


Number  achieving  a  passing  grade 


Techno  log  I st 

Cytotechnologist 

Techno  log  i  st 

Cytotechnologist 

Ma  rch 

1975 

28 

3 

9  (32^) 

1  (33^) 

November 

1975 

25 

3 

16  (64^) 

2  (66?) 

October 

1976 

37 

2 

21  (575?) 

0 

December 

1977 

We  cannot  emphasize  too  strongly  that  your  last  chance  to  qualify  as  a 
clinical   laboratory  technologist  under  the  provisions  of  Public  Law  92-603,  H.R.  1, 
Social  Security  Amendments  of  1972  (see  Lab. Bulletin  No.  45)  is  coming  up  this  year  - 
probably  in  December  1977.    Here  is  an  excerpt  from  Medicare  standards  (405.1315 
Technical  Personnel   (b)(6),  (c)(3)  )    "The  proficiency  examination  will  be  given  4  times 
prior  to  12/31/77.    The  technologist  exam  consists  of  4  parts  :    blood  banking;  chemistry; 
hematology;  and  microbiology.    The  cytotechnologist  exam  consists  of  2  parts  :  gyne- 
cological and  non-gynecological.    A  satisfactory  grade  on  all  parts  of  the  applicable 
exam  must  be  achieved  at  one  examination  time.    An  eligible  applicant  may  take  the  exam 
each  time  It  is  offered.    An  Individual  who  achieves  a  satisfactory  grade  will  continue 
to  be  qualified  after  12/31/77." 

We  expect  that  the  American  Association  of  Bioanalysts  and  the  International 
Society  for  Clinical  Laboratory  Technology  will  again  be  offering  their  review  courses 
for  these  examinations  so  I  will  repeat  a  portion  of  Lab.  Bulletin  No.  62. 

"For  those  who  wish  to  prepare  for  these  examinations,  the  following  is  available: 

a.  "New  Revised  Review  Questionnaire  for  Registry  Examination"  (price  $6.00 
prepaid)  -  Dorothy  Catron,  M.T.,  8210  Reinland  Drive,  Richmond,  VA  23229. 

b.  A  two-volumne  study  guide  of  questions  and  answers  is  available  (price 
S10.00  prepaid)  from  :  Proficiency  Examination  Review 

Suite  805,  411  North  7th  Street 
St.  Louis,  Missouri  63101 

c.  Proficiency  Examination  Review  Seminars  lasting  two  days  (fee  $95)  are 
also  conducted  by  the  outfit  listed  in  b.     Information  as  to  schedules  and  locations 
may  be  obtained  by  writing  to  them. 


Considerable  Information  concerning  these  examinations  has  been  published  in 
previous  laboratory  bulletins  numbers  45,  55,  59,  and  60." 


(over) 


VACANCIES  IN  THE  LABORATORY  DIVISION 


MICROBIOLOGIST  iV  (Supervisor,  Virology  Section)  -  Montana  Dept.  of  Health 
and  Environmental  Sciences,  Helena,  Montana.    Requires  Bachelor's  Degree  in  micro- 
biology  or  equivalent  (20  semester  credits  in  microbiological  subjects);  and  three  years 
progressively  responsible  analytical  microbiology  experience,  including  virology  back- 
ground.   Salary  $14,333  to  $17,940.    Apply  Personnel  Officer,  Montana  Department  of 
Health  and  Environmental  Sciences,  Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601. 
Merit  System  /  Affirmative  Action  Employer. 

CHEMIST  IV  -  For  asslgnement  to  the  Chemistry  Laboratory  Bureau.  Requires 
Bachelor's  Degree  in  Chemistry  or  a  related  field  (30  semester  credits  In  chemistry 
subjects);  and  three  years  of  progressively  responsible  experience  as  a  laboratory 
chemist  or  any  equivalent  combination  of  education  and  experience.    Salary  $14,333  to 
$17,940.    Apply  Personnel  Officer,  Montana  State  Department  of  Health  and  Environmental 
Sciences,  Cogswell  Building,  Helena,  Montana  59601. 
Merit  System  /  Affirmation  Action  Employer. 


INFLUENZA 


Results  of  complement  fixation  tests  continue  to  indicate  that  sporadic 
cases  of  both  Group  A  and  Group  B  influenza  are  occurring  in  Montana. 

In  the  last  batch  of  Influenza  hemagglutination  inhibition  tests,  the  effects 
of  the  vaccination  program  are  evident    -    to  whit  : 

SUMMARY  -  individuals  tested  December  16,   1976  through  January  11,  1977 
Number  of  persons  with  antibody  titers  : 


1 : 10-20 

1 :40-320 

1 : 10-20 

1 :40-320 

1  : 10-20 

1 :40-320 

A  /  Victoria  /'75 

A  /  New  Jersey  /'76 

B  /  Hong  Kong  /'72 

37/77  (48.1^) 
(49^)* 

19/77  (24.7?) 
(23f )* 

9/77  (n.7f.) 
(115?)* 

21/77(27.35?) 

27/77(35. \%) 
(25%)* 

10/77(13.0?) 

*  These  percentages  are  those  reported  In  the  last  bulletin  for  Individuals  tested 
May  25,   1976  -  December  2,  1976. 

SUMMARY  -  individuals  tested  May  25.   1976  through  January  22,  1977 
Number  of  persons  with  antibody  titers  : 


1  :  10-20 

1:40-320 

1 : 10-20 

1  : 40-320 

1  :  10-20 

1  : 40-320 

A  /  Victoria  /  '75 

A  /  New  Jersey  /  '76 

B  /  Hong  Kong  /  '72 

584/1  182(49.45?) 

269/1 182(22.8?) 

131/n82(  1 1  .]%) 

109/1182(9. 225?^) 

275/1050(26.2?) 

83/1050(7.9?) 

Number  of  persons  with  Influenza  A/N.J./'76  (swine  strain-like)  HAI  antibodies  In  a 
titer  of  1:40  or  greater  -  by  age  : 

age  50  or  greater       =       63  individuals  (76.8?)* 

less  than  age  50         =         9  individuals 

age  unknown  =        10  individuals 

Total  82  (100?)     1182  tested 

*  Those  individuals  In  the  age  50  or  greater  group  usually  have  higher  titers  than  those 
In  the  under  50  group. 


RESTRICTION  OF  SERVICES 


-    CONTINUED  FROM  BULLETINS  59-60-61-62-65-66-67 


Milton  Brown,  our  retired  bureau  chief  in  microbiology,  has  had  well  over 
200  students  In  his  course  "Bench  Training  in  Clinical  Bacteriology."    This  has  been  an 
outstandingly  successful  program  -  it  is  now  time  to  give  the  graduates  an  opportunity 
to  apply  their  skills.    Some  of  you  will  receive,  in  reference  to  a  particular  specimen, 
a  notice  to  the  effect  that  : 

"Specimens  of  this  nature  should  be  sent  to  your  local  hospital  or  clinical  lab- 
oratory.   The  state  laboratory  does  not  have  the  resources  to  process  primary 
specimens  for  clinical  bacteriology  but  must  stick  to  its  role  as  a  reference 
laboratory  and  as  a  support  facility  for  epidemiological   investigations  carried 
on  by  the  Preventive  Health  Services  Bureau  (Martin  Skinner,  M.D.,  Chief).  Here 
is  an  excerpt  from  the  analysis  of  the  departmental  budget  submitted  to  the  Leg- 
islature by  the  Legislative  Fiscal  Analyst. 

"Expansion  Not  Recommend     The  department  requests  funds  to  hire  a  microbiologist 
for  laboratory  epidemiologic  Investigations.    The  request  is  based  upon  the  pre- 
sently overworked  laboratory  personnel.    However,  the  lab  performs  many  tests  for 
the  private  sector  for  no  charge.     It  appears  that  the  priority  for  currently 
funded  staff  should  be  for  agency  functions  like  epidemiology. " 


VIROLOGY 

The  Rocky  Mountain  Laboratory  in  Hamilton  has  sent  us  a  listing  of  cases  of 
Colorado  Tick  Fever  which  they  have  confirmed  by  viral   isolation.*  There  were  32  cases 
from  Ravalli,  Missoula  and  Lake  counties.    When  one  considers  that  only  about  ten  percent 
of  CTF  cases  come  to  attention  of  the  laboratory,  there  must  be  quite  a  public  health 
education  problem  here.    "The  Rocky  Mountain  Wood  Tick  -  Beware  Its  Bite!"  -  the  title 
of  one  of  the  Rocky  Mt.  Lab.  pamphlets,  is  a  very  apt  slogan  for  W.  Montana  during  the 
tick  season.        /*?76  Se«.S*A/. 

Some  of  you  will  receive  the  following  comments  when  we  request  a  second 
specimen  for  viral  serology  :    "To  control  for  inherent  variability  in  serologic  pro- 
cedures, acute  and  convalescent  sera  submitted  for  viral  diagnosis  should  be  tested 
simultaneously  to  detect  significant  changes  in  antibody  titer.    Single  sera  are  of 
limited  value  in  revealing  active  viral  disease.    We  request,  therefore,  that  acute 
phase  specimens  be  collected  and  frozen  until  convalescent  sera  are  subsequently 
obtained  (preferably  10-14  days  later  except  for  Colorado  Tick  Fever  when  a  24-28  day 
specimen  is  desirable)." 

"Please  submit  acute  and  convalescent  sera  simultaneously.     If  only  a  single 
specimen  is  available,  submit  It  and  indicate  that  no  other  specimen  will  follow." 


NEW  STAFF 

MICHAEL  R.  SKEELS,  Chief,  Microbiology  Laboratory  Bureau  (UM,  Missoula) 

SIDNEY  STUART,  Environmental  Health,  Microbiology  Laboratory  Bureau  (MSU,  Bozeman) 

JANICE  SEEKINS,  Mycobacter lo I ogy,  parasitology,  mycology  (MSU,  Bozeman) 

CAROLE  THOMSON,  Clinical  Bacteriology  (MSU,  Bozeman) 

"In  any  aase,  the  history  of  medioal  science  teaches  us  that  the  largest 
number  of  lives  has  been  saved  by  preventive  medicine  and  public  health  measures,  not 
by  curing  the  already  ill."    Federation  of  American  Scientists ^  Public  Interest  Report, 
May  1976 
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